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PRESS RELEASE

FOR:


IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FROM:

YWCA MISSOULA

CONTACT:

Ari Laurel, alaurel@ywcaofmissoula.org (543-6691)
SUBJECT:
“LUNAFEST Supports Female Filmmakers, Girls Leadership, and the Breast Cancer Fund”
MISSOULA – LUNAFEST, a nationally-touring film festival that showcases short films by, for, and about women, is back again with six exceptional short films, ringing from animation to fictional drama, and covering topics such as women’s health, motherhood, body image, aging, cultural diversity and breaking barriers. The festival arrives at the Wilma Theater on Thursday, May 12. Doors open at 6 p.m., followed by a silent auction. The show begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 when purchased online in advance and $15 at the door. You can purchase tickets at ywcaofmissoula.org.
Fifteen percent of the proceeds will benefit the Breast Cancer Fund, LUNAFEST’s national partner. Eighty-five percent will go to YWCA Missoula’s GUTS! (Girls Using Their Strengths) program, including funding scholarships for their Summer Wilderness Adventures for girls ages 9-18. On these trips, girls learn self-confidence, leadership skills, and cooperation in a safe and healthy environment. Girls who benefit from the scholarships typically have little access to outdoor activities, educational programs, and often cannot afford the $400 fee. 
This year’s film lineup:

· “Balsa Wood”: a light-hearted slice of life about two mixed race siblings visiting their extended Filipino family for lunch.

· “Boxeadora”: One woman defies Fidel Castro’s ban on female boxing to follow her dreams of Olympic glroy and become Cuba’s first female boxer.

· “First World Problems”: A tired housewife loses her car in a shopping mall—sometimes problems can open a door to a whole new world.

· “Beach Flags”: A young Iranian lifeguard determined to participate in an international competition in Australia experiences an unexpected obstacle another swimmer joins the team. 
· “Finding June”: Through the eyes of a deaf woman just diagnosed with breast cancer, communication’s role in understanding one another is explored. 

· “Raising Ryland”: An intimate look at parenting with no strings attached—a journey inside the transgender experience as lived by a six year old boy and his parents.
###
Founded in 1911, YWCA Missoula is dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women, and promoting peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all.  Learn more at www.ywcaofmissoula.org. 

